Report from the Construction Committee

Are you interested in learning a new skill and helping provide decent, affordable housing for families in our community at the same time?  Habitat for Humanity welcomes volunteers at all levels of construction skill and encourages those with experience to pass along their expertise to those who are less skillful while working side by side in the construction of our Habitat homes.  Plans are underway to take that concept one step farther.

The Lima area has proven its generosity over and over with donations of time, materials and financial help to build almost 20 homes in our area in the past decade.  One of the snags we have frequently encountered in these building projects is the taping and finishing of the sheetrock on the walls and ceilings.  Several businesses and individuals have helped us by providing the skilled labor needed for this phase of the construction.  But the number of people willing and able to volunteer their time for this particular type of work has remained small.  That situation sparked a recent discussion about training our own work force.

Later this year, Habitat plans to start its fourth house in 2003.  While the other houses this year have been sponsored by groups of local churches that have provided much of the labor and initial funding, this fourth house will not have that type of sponsorship.  The funding from Sprint and homeowner payments will be in place, but much volunteer help from the community will be needed for the completion of this home. Therefore, we have decided to use this opportunity to emphasize the learning aspect of working together on a Habitat project.  We will be asking people with knowledge in the various phases of construction, especially those areas in which our volunteer work force has been lacking, to lead training experiences for persons willing to learn a new skill.  Our hope is that those persons will be able to help us with future projects, but the training will also be beneficial for persons interested in do-it-yourself construction or remodeling projects. 

We will provide more information later about specific training and when it’s available.  In the meantime, if you are interested in learning new skills or honing your existing abilities in home construction, give us a call.  Your participation will put us that much closer to another new house for an area family that would not otherwise be able to own their own home.
Mel Hathaway, Construction Committee Chair

Ford Volunteers at Work for Habitat


Thanks to some hard workers from Ford Motor Company (and others), three houses were hung with drywall in short order.  Ford’s contract with their union calls for a program called GEN, Guaranteed Employment Numbers, which means that instead of laying off workers, normally laid-off employees may choose from spending shift time in classes, sitting in the cafeteria, or doing community service.  We are grateful for those who are choosing to spend their time helping Habitat for Humanity build houses in Lima.
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Ford employees Zack

and Tim hanging sheet

rock at 1015 S. Scott

Volunteer Committee 
Thanks to the three sponsored houses bringing their own volunteers, we have not been as busy as usual. We have been looking for skilled help, especially in the drywall finishing area.  (See construction article.) Since we have decided to use the next home, to be started later in the fall, as a training site, we are asking anyone with skill in drywall finishing who would like to help teach Habitat volunteers, please call our office at 419-222-4937.  If you would like to learn to hang, tape, mud, and finish drywall so that you can help Habitat drywall future homes, please call the office and reserve a place. 



Club 1000
We still seek persons or groups in the Lima Habitat Area who would be interested in joining Club 1000.  Our dream of 1000 individuals/groups pledging to support Habitat for $10.00 per month is still far short of its goal.  We have increased our membership, but we have not quite reached the point where we could build even one house from these contributions alone.  Remember, 1000 members would generate enough money to build up to four houses each year.  We are also looking for members for a Super 100, individuals, businesses or institutions willing to donate $1200 a year (25 of them would pay for a house).    Are you being called to join Club 1000 or to move to the Super 100?  If so, please call the Habitat office for more information (419-222-4937) or mail in your pledge or gift.
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| pledge to support Habitat for Humanity -Lima Area, Inc. by joining Club 1000

| pledge $10.00 per month
1 pledge $30.00 per quarter
_______Enclosed please find my check for $120.00
Name:
Address:.
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Construction 2003
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1037 S. Union—started late June; July 5, wall raising & homeowner; August 23, dry wall installation 
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1015 S. Scott—begun late July; July 20, foundation; August 16, roof trusses; Sept. 4, ONU students await siding





1043 S. Union—started early July; July 19, wall raising; August 16, roofing and siding 





1044 S. Reese—Oct. 26 (2002), framing; March 1, homeowner working; April 11, Ford volunteers building shed








