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House Dedications Highlight Fall Activities

There are smiles a’plenty when Habitat Houses are
dedicated. The dedications of our two houses this
Fall were no exception to this rule.

Rickie Jr. cuts the ribbon s Rickie Sr. Looks on

Nearly thirty persons gathered September 18 at 1014
S. Scott St. to celebrate with the Rickie Evans family.
Sponsorship of this house was a collaborative effort
by the local Sprint Telephone Company and Habitat
in the use of homeowner mortgage payments. At the
dedication Claude Cliborne of Sprint noted that this
was the first corporate sponsored house in Lima. He
expressed his hopes that it will be the first of many in
which local business and corporations will step
forward to sponsor Habitat for Humanity projects,

Closing d¢n the house took place on October 6. For
Rickie and his son Rickie Jr. it was an improbable
dream come true. At first Rickie wondered if there
was some “catch™ that Habitat was not letting him in
on, the deal seeming to be too good to be true. Now
settled in the house, making it a home, he is a
believer!

Two months later on November |8 seventy persons
crowded into the house at 1019 S. Scott St. with
partner Teresa Morton and her family for its
dedication. This house was sponsored by area
Catholic institutions and agencies led by a steering
committee under the larger auspices of the area
Catholic Collaborative. This house was built in
memory of the late Louise Gauthier, late spouse of’
Carl Gauthier who
worked until this past
summer as one of our
construction managers..

The dedication was
made very special by a
ritual of blessing of the
four exterior walls and
entry doors of the
house as family
members carried bowls § £
of water, dipping their  Teresa sings at the dedicaton
hands in the water to

“paint” crosses on the walls and doors. Each room in
the house was similarly blessed. Participants were
warmed as Teresa sang a solo for the group of a song
written by her nephew. Closing on the house took
place on Thursday, December 1.

Twenty-two partner families now inhabit houses
built by the Lima Habitat affiliate. The smiles all
around at the dedications make the effort and hard

work a great delight.
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The Faith Builders at work

With the rafters on. roof sheeting begins. .. with tar paper and house wrapped at end of Day 2

The front porch is added
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Week 2... from the Chicago Area !




