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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE --- We’re Back!!!
Board President Don McClure

“but those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary.
they will walk and not be faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31 N1V)

To paraphrase Michael Jordan’s famous quote of several years ago, We’re Back!!! Of course,
Michael was referring to his return to the Chicago Bulls. I am referring to the fact that once again
Habitat for Humanity - Lima Area, Inc. is building simple decent homes in Lima, Ohio. It’s been three
LONG years since we worked with Gertrude Batty to build her home. Now we are working with Alice
Gatewood to help her build a simple decent home. As I write this message, the foundation is in and the
exterior walls are standing. We hope to complete this home in just twelve short weeks.

Why has it taken so long to build Lima’s sixth Habitat home? With the exception of our part-time
Executive Director, we are an all volunteer organization. Volunteers come and go, volunteers get their
jobs transferred to other towns and sometimes volunteers get tired doing the things we must do to find
families and build homes. Habitat in Lima has spent the last three years rebuilding, knowing the day
would come when we would return to building homes.

In the Habitat process, God is the ultimate builder. He has laid the mission of building simple
decent homes on our hearts. For three long years, He has helped us prepare for the day we would build
the next Habitat home. Piece by piece, he has built us up. Are all the pieces in place? To be truthful,
they are not. Just as building a home is a work in progress, so are we. We are still looking to expand our
Board of Directors; we have committees that need more members; we need someone with secretarial
skills to volunteer part-time in our office, we need someone with public relations skills to help promote us
and we need someone to act as our construction manager so that our Executive Director can return to the
work that we hired him to do.

The task before us is still large. There are still over 1700 substandard dwellings in Lima, Ohio.
Now that Rehab Project, Inc. is gone, there is no one else to reduce this number. We have our work cut
out for us. Join with us today. Help us as we work to glorify our father in Heaven by our service to
others.
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Meet Our Latest Partner:

Alice Gatewood

At our June Board Meeting, the Family Selection
committee recommended Alice Gatewood to the
Board of Directors. The Board was pleased to
accept the Committee’s recommendation and
approved Ms. Gatewood. Alice is a long time
resident of Lima’s Reese Avenue and Second
Street neighborhood and she works as an
attendance aide at South Middle School. She has
been busy getting her “sweat equity” hours by
mowing Habitat lots on Reese Avenue with her
son Turaee and actively helping on construction
days. She has also taken a home ownership course
at LACCA and enrolled in a program to earn
money for her down payment. Alice continues to
meet with Ken Pulley and Marilyn Taylor of the
Family Nurture Committee to provide her input on
colors for siding and interior paint, shingles,
kitchen cabinets, and various household fixtures.

Lima Ford Engine Plant Backs HfH

On June 10, 1998, 30 volunteers from a Ford
training program joined Habitat to build two
storage sheds for Habitat houses. Although they
did not finish in the planned time, a small group of
dedicated Ford volunteers came back another day
to finish the job. Habitat for Humanity is very
happy and grateful for this Partnership with Ford
and its employees and looks forward to -a
continued relationship.

On July 15, 1998, we expanded our
partnership with Ford at a luncheon at the Lima
Engine Plant. Mr. Tim Hornsey, Plant Manager,
presented Habitat for Humanity with a $10,000
check in recognition of Habitat’s community
development efforts. This funding came through
Ford’s Corporate Citizenship Initiative Program.
Habitat is deeply appreciative of this tremendous
show of support by Ford and hopes to establish
other business partnerships to provide simple,
decent, affordable housing. To become a business
partner with Habitat, please call Ken Pulley at
(419) 222-4937.

Summer 1998 Pa e2

Famil Selection Committee U )date

The committee held another round of Housing
Application meetings on July 21 and 25, 1998 to
attract partner families for future Habitat homes.
We are now in the process of reviewing and
verifying the information provided by the five
families. The next family that we recommend will
be for the “House that Congress Built” project.

The Family Selection Committee is
continuing to revise and improve its work. We
have sent for Habitat’s new Family Selection
Manual to help keep us as current as possible. We
are also changing the way we work. Our
committee is moving away from the traditional
committee approach and working to become a
team. This requires an intense dedication to our
task, goals, accountability, and training so that we
all have the same skills, abilities, and share of
leadership roles. We believe so much in this
change that we will attend Habitat’s Regional Fall
workshops as a team.

We are adopting a new focus and a new set
of performance goals to guide our work in the
upcoming year. As we struggle to pick a new
focus, we have already found a challenge. Prior to
our last Housing Application meetings, we mailed
notices to 45 different organizations. We could
only trace one of the five current applicants to our
mailing. So we realized we need to develop a
closer relationship with these 45 different groups.
But how do we develop this closer relationship?
Do we meet individually with all 45 of the
churches, neighborhood associations, agencies,
and food kitchens? Do we have some focus
groups where we try to meet with groups of
churches or neighborhood associations? Or do we
recruit people with public relations skills to assist
our committee? Please pray for us as we decide
on which approach to take.
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CLUB 1000 NEWS

Two churches have appointed Habitat for
Humanity Advocates in the past several months.
These folks are busy promoting Club 1000, the
primary fund raising effort of our Lima Habitat
Chapter. Jane Good took the role of Advocate at
Salem Mennonite Church.  Her advocacy for
Habitat in Lima has resulted in 24 memberships.
Virginia Moore is the Advocate at St. John
Catholic Church and the church now has eight
memberships.

Salem Mennonite and St. John Catholic
join Grace Mennonite (Pandora), Market Street
Presbyterian, Lima Mennonite, First Mennonite
Church (Bluffton) and area Lutheran Churches in
Club 1000. The Advocates in the Club 1000
churches meet quarterly to be updated on
Habitat’s efforts. They also challenge each other
in their efforts to invite people to contribute $10
per month to help build simple, decent houses for
people in need. These contributions fund not only
work here in Lima but also Habitat’s International
program to build houses in third world countries
through our ten percent tithe.

More than $9100 has been contributed in
the 1998 through Club 1000. Couples as well as
single persons have contributed through their
membership in Club 1000. In several instances a
group of persons has made the commitment to a
membership. The current list of memberships
stands at 150, the majority of which have come
through the Club 1000 churches. One hundred
and fifty memberships represents 15% of our goal
of 1000! To achieve this goal we will need many
more churches to become Club 1000 churches. Is
your church a Club 1000 church? Check with
your pastor or missions/service leaders. If not,
encourage them to get on board. Better yet, tell
them you are willing to be the church’s Advocate!
When you have been appointed, inform the Habitat
office and you will be given the needed materials
and assistance.

Summer 1998 Pae3

-
s A
{ -)““,,.;_ e

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

PROGRESSES ON OPRAH HOUSE

As of July 27, 1998, Habitat for Humanity
- Lima Area, Inc, and its partners, local
Evangelical Lutheran Churches and Oprah’s Angel
Network, are making very good progress on the
Oprah House at 1064 Reese Avenue, Lima, Ohio.

Groundbreaking and excavation was started
on June 27 (donated by Williams Contracting in
Harrod). By July 11, concrete was poured and
cement blocks were laid for the foundation
(volunteer labor was provided by Local 35 of the
Bricklayers & Allied Craftsmen and Local 329 of
the Laborers; it was a real pleasure watching these
professionals get their job done).

On July 11, a group of about 30
Volunteers started and finished the rough framing
of the floor and sidewalls and erected the four
exterior walls. Site supervision and many of the
Volunteers were provided by the Lutheran
Churches, but others also worked on the project,
including the future homeowner and her family and
friends.

On July 18, another large group of
Volunteers showed up to set the roof trusses,
apply the sheeting, tar paper, and roof shingles,
and frame the interior walls. It is amazing to see
the skill and dedication that the Volunteers bring
to this project to help others in need.

On July 25, a group of twenty Volunteers
started the rough plumbing, electrical, and
mechanical work. Some of the Volunteers
completed the roof, interior framing, and hanging
of windows and doors. All in all, we are on target
to complete the Oprah House by October 1.

We hope that we will be starting on a
second house in October and welcome anyone
who wants to volunteer for that project. Call Ken
Pulley at the Habitat Office at (419) 222-4937.
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LIMA HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BOARD WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

The following new members have been added to the Board
in the last ten months:

Stanle Jones Stan is the administrator/Executive Director
of the Volunteers of America Health Services Lost Creek
Care Center in Lima. With a B.S. in Nursing from
Pennsylvania State University, Stan bhas extensive
experience in the field of nursing and health care
administration. Stan and his family are active participants
in the Cable Road Alliance Church. He serves as
Chairman of the Volunteer Committee on the Habitat
Board.

Maril n Ta lor Marilyn is a 1994 graduate of Bluffton
College with State Certification in Special Education.
Since graduation she has been teaching in Allen County
and Lima City Schools. Marilyn has been active in the
south Lima community in which Habitat homes have been
constructed. She and her husband Rev. Earl Taylor are
currently involved in the Elm Street Church of the
Brethren. On the Habitat Board Marilyn serves as
Chairperson of the Family Nurture Committee.

Anthon Okule Tony has a B.S. in Accounting from
Bluffton College and an MBA from the University of
Findlay. He is Assistant to the Vice President for Fiscal
Affairs at Bluffton College and has also been working part-
time as an Accountant for David Steiner, CPA. In addition
to his specialization in accounting, Tony has extensive
computer experience and regularly teaches a course in
“Using Microcomputers”. Tony belongs to the St. Peter
and Paul Catholic Church. Tony serves as Treasurer on the
Habitat Board and as a member of the Finance and Budget
Committee.

Laura Duckworth Laura has her B.A. in Business
Administration/Accounting from Wittenberg University
and is a Certified Public Accountant. Before moving to the
Lima Community with her husband Vince in July, 1997
Laura had extensive experience in accounting and
management at Fifth Third Bank in Cincinnati and
National City Bank in Cleveland. She lives in Elida with

“her husband and their young son and is associated with St.

Lukes Evangelical Lutheran Church. On the Habitat Board
Laura serves on the Finance and Budget and the Family
Selection Committees.

Elmer Neufeld, Chairman
Board Development Comimnitiee
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE --- We’re Back!!!
Board President Don McClure
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(Isaiah 40:31 N1V)

To paraphrase Michael Jordan’s famous quote of several years ago, We’re Back!!! Of course,
Michael was referring to his return to the Chicago Bulls. I am referring to the fact that once again
Habitat for Humanity - Lima Area, Inc. is building simple decent homes in Lima, Ohio. It’s been three
LONG years since we worked with Gertrude Batty to build her home. Now we are working with Alice
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In the Habitat process, God is the ultimate builder. He has laid the mission of building simple
decent homes on our hearts. For three long years, He has helped us prepare for the day we would build
the next Habitat home. Piece by piece, he has built us up. Are all the pieces in place? To be truthful,
they are not. Just as building a home is a work in progress, so are we. We are still looking to expand our
Board of Directors; we have committees that need more members; we need someone with secretarial
skills to volunteer part-time in our office, we need someone with public relations skills to help promote us
and we need someone to act as our construction manager so that our Executive Director can return to the
work that we hired him to do.
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